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of individual tastes. The probable consequence of this would
be the gradual decline of man from an individual entity to
a general type, with a widespread conformity of needs and
desires.

Keppler considered that in the future the influencing of
the market, that is to say the consumer, by means of adver-
tisements which involved deliberate deception of the pur-
chaser, would 110 longer do. "We must find new means of
guiding the consumer. National Socialism is busy develop-
ing them. We can no longer afford to base the distribution
of goods and the demand for goods on individual appetites
and the principles of the market hucksters of past centuries."

Either, added Be., we must maintain a market which
served only a few but contained an unlimited variety of
goods to suit the changes of individual tastes, at the cost
of shouldering the burden of the constant crises of the
present economic system; or we must renounce this system
in favour of stable production. There could be no doubt of
our choice,

I should have liked to break off this theoretical discus-
sion, but the other two became involved in an argument on
technical questions. I took no part in this. They invested
the question of the speed of the flow of goods with an
importance which I failed to understand. KLeppler raised
the question of the formation of industrial combines; these
he declared to be of no assistance to rational planning
because they grew up on a financial basis, with no relation
to productive capacity or the aims of production. As an
exception he quoted the famous German industrialist
Stinnes, whose vast combine, organized on a vertical basis,
he agreed was marked by evident knowledge of future needs.
If Stinnes' plans had fully succeeded, they might have
helped toward the achievement of the new order National
Socialism was now trying to create. But military rearma-
ment now afforded an opportunity, which would never
recur* of establishing a total control of industry, so permit-
ting the launching of a new economic process. **Tfaen/*
contended Keppler* "we shall live m an economic system
so infinitely superior in productive capacity to the present
one that we shall practically dominate the world thrcmgl*